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schools; and this meant a great expenditure and no hope of profit.
In 1925 a new kind of recognition was allowed to schools which
proved satisfactory, namely, the parificazione. This meant that,
under certain conditions, pupils who had studied for some years
in the Scuole Parificate were permitted to continue their studies
in State schools or in Scuole Pareggiate. The Scuole Parificate
were allowed freedom in financial matters, and a large amount of
freedom in the arrangement of classes and courses. The conse-
quence of these measures was a large increase in private schools,
and, more than this, a race to improve the standard of those
already in existence, in order that the privilege could be granted
and the number of pupils consequently increased.
While these developments were partly following the new lines
of the Riforma Gentile, other developments continued very much
on the lines followed for more than sixty years. The fight against
total illiteracy never stopped, nor did the improvements in
buildings and in the hygienic conditions of elementary and
higher schools. The number of schools, especially in small
villages or isolated localities, increased by many thousands in the
first ten years after the war. The semi-private institutions to
which the non-classified schools were entrusted grew to the
number of ten, so that the whole peninsula and islands were
helped by these pioneers in the extirpation of illiteracy. Although
it is difficult to deduce from the many figures published in official
publications what the results of this eighty-year struggle were,
it is certain that the aim of having practically no illiterates among
the young generation has been almost achieved. Decrees making
instruction compulsory also for the deaf and dumb helped
towards this end.
One trend in the development of educational policy in the first
years after Gentile needs to be emphasized, that of the progres-
sive centralization of all educational institutions. This w^s at
the bottom of the Lex Casati\ it was always in the background
or in the foreground in the subsequent evolution of education.
In Gentile's reform it was very strongly present, although on
the other hand freedom and private initiative were asserted and
encouraged. It gradually became the central idea in Fascist
policy towards education, and so became identified with totali-
tarianism. The elementary schools were still partly dependent
on the local authorities, according to the law of 1911. From
1928 onwards 'autonomy5 as regards schools was withdrawn
from a great number of communes; and in 1933 all elementary
schools were finally put under the direct control of the State.
Many of the Technical Institutes had a certain amount of
independence on account of their connexion with local bodies,